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Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which ts taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.— Acts 1: 11. 
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JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET. 


VI. 
THE SIGNS FOLLOWING THE BELIEVERS. 
In December, 1830, a few months after the Church was organized in Fay- 
ette, New York, with six members, the following predictions were made: 


I give unto thee a commandment, that thou shalt baptize by water, and 
they shall receive the! Holy, 1 oT the laying an of hands, even as the 
Apostles of old.“ am God, and mine arm is not short- 
ened; and I will itis miracles, fos and wonders unto all those who 
believe on my name. And whoso ask it in my name in faith, they 
shall cast out devils; they shall heal the sick; they shall cause the blind 
to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak, and 
the lame to walk; and the time speedily cometh that great things are to 

shown forth unto the children of men.—({Doctrine and Covenants, 
xxxv: 6—10). | 

Again, in September, 1832, in a revelation given to J oseph Smith and 
six Elders, “as they unveiled their hearts and lifted their voices on high,” 
the following glorious promises were made: 


Therefore, as I said unto mine Apostles I say unto again, that 
every soul who believeth on your words, and is baptized by 8 2 many the 
remission of sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost; and these signs shall 
— them that believe: In my name they shall do many wonderful 
works; in my name they shall get out — ; In my name they shall heal 
the ak: in my name they shall o es 8 the blind, and unstop 
the ears of the deaf; and the . Fe * umb shall speak; and if any 
man 2 administer n unto them it shall not hurt them; ; and the 
of a serpent ae have power to harm and 
venants, IXxZiv: 64—72). 


If Joseph Smith had consequently 
not genuine, would he have dared to make promises like those contained 
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in the foregoing? Could anything have proven more disastrous to his 
schemes than to promise people gifts which were not in his power to give! 
If he was not a servant of God, would he not studiously have avoided to 
connect the Lord with any of his schemes in such a way? Could he 
imagine that God would sanction his doings by pouring out His gifts and 
blessings upon people who were being deceived by a wicked impostor? 
Certainly not. If Joseph Smith was not called of God, he would have 
had to re-echo the old} old sectarian song from the dark ages: These 
things (the gifts and blessings following the believer) have ceased, because 
they are no longer necessary. It is a well known fact that the signs 
which were promised by the Savior and enumerated in St. Mark xvi: 17, 
18, did follow the believers. The Acts of the Apostles are full of examples 
of this kind. It is also a known fact that when Christianity, in the days 
of Constantine the Great, and later, became mixed up with Paganism, and 
was then made the state religion of the Roman empire, and the people were 
compelled at the edge of the sword to accept it, that these signs did not 
follow the members of this false church. But when the clergy, in order to 
blind the masses, told the people that the reason why the members did not 
enjoy these blessings as in former years, was that they were no longer 
ncessary, they told a deliberate falsehood. The real cause was that this 
apostate church had “transgressed the law, changed the ordinances, and 
broken the everlasting covenant,” and that Christ did not recognize this 
new form of so-called Christianity as His doctrines of salvation, nor 
accept of the order of their organization as anything akin to the 
Church organized by Himself and His Apostles. Hence He withheld His 
gifts, signs and blessings from them, and for hundreds of years they were 
unknown so far as church gifts were concerned. 

An anecdote that I heard related several years ago will illustrate the 
contrast between the true Church of Christ and fallen Christianity. A 
prominent cardinal of the Roman Catholic church, on a certain occasion, 
visited the Pope of Rome, and together with him examined the contents 
of the treasure chamber at the Vatican, where gold, diamonds and other 
costly things were deposited in great abundance. While gazing upon the 
costly treasures the Pope remarked: “We can not truthfully say now as 
Peter and John said anciently, that we have no silver and gold.” No, 
that is true,” answered the cardinal, “and there is something else we can- 
not say. We cannot command the lame in the name of Jesus Christ to 
rise and walk.” 

We all remember the beautiful story related in the third chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, of a certain man who had been lame from his 
mother’s womb, and who daily lay at the gate of the Temple in Jerusa- 
lem to ask alms of those who entered; and how he, seeing Peter and John 
about to go in, also asked them for alms. Peter, after fastening his eyes 
upon the cripple, together with John, said, being moved upon by the 
power of God: “Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I 
thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”; And he 
took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones received strength. And he, leaping up, stood and walked, 


| 
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and entered with them into the Temple, walking and leaping, and prais- 

The contrast is this: The Apostles of the true Church had no silver and 
gold, for they had been sent out to preach without purse or scrip; but 
they possessed the power of God to such an extent that they healed the 
sick, the lame, the blind, etc. The Catholic church is wealthy, having 
plenty of silver and gold, but not the power of God. Joseph Smith was 
also poor as regards this world’s goods, but he was powerful in the Priest- 
hood, and in the strength of the Lord, and hundreds were healed under 
his administrations. How then about the promises made in the revela- 
tions from which I have quoted? The answer is easily given and can be 
stated briefly. They have been fulfilled to the very letter. There are 
thousands in the Church who can testify, and who do bear testimony con- 
tinually, to the effect that the gifts and blessings follow the believers who 
have embraced the Gospel as restored through Joseph Smith. Not only 
in the United States, but in Europe, upon the islands of the sea, and in 
all parts of the world where the Gospel has been preached by our Elders, 
have the sick been healed under their administration, the lame have 
received their strength, the blind have been restored to their sight and 
the deaf to their hearing; evil spirits have been cast out; the gifts of 
prophecy, of tongues, the interpretation of tongues, and, in short, all the 
gifts and blessings enjoyed by the Former-day Saints have been and are 
now being enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints. Our books, pamphlets, 
papers and periodicals are full of instances of this kind, and should an 
attempt be made to gather, compile and publish testimonies of this kind, 
we would have material enough for a book larger than the Bible and Book 
of Mormon combined. In the face of all these testimonies, what addi- 
tional proofs do we need to establish the fact that Joseph Smith was a 


true Prophet? 
CONCLUSION. 


Time will not permit me to multiply proofs any further, although I 
have only presented a few of the many that might be cited. But in the 
face of the evidence already adduced, I claim positively that no one has 
the right to denounce Joseph Smith as a false prophet, for in the light of 
the key given by Moses, he must of necessity be a true Prophet, as the 
things spoken by him in the name of the Lord have come to pass. Even 
his most bitter opponents have failed in one solitary instance to prove his 
prophetic utterances false. Add to this the consistency of his life, his 
almost unparalleled zeal in bearing testimony of the things the Lord 
revealed to him, and this in the midst of the most trying persecutions, 
sufferings, imprisonments and trials, to which he constantly was subject, 
during his entire life, and finally his martyrdom in Carthage jail for the 
sake of the testimony he bore and the principles he advocated, and I | 

would ask, What more proofs does mankind want to establish the fact 
that Jeseph Smith was a Prophet of the living God? If the divine calling 
of any Prophet in any age and dispensation of the world has been proven, 
then I claim Joseph Smith’s prophetic calling has been established beyond 
dispute. The proofs for this are so numerous, clear and positive, that 


27 
‘ 
- 
viet 


292 SATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


they ought to convince every honest soul. And now, in conclusion, I will 
bear my own testimony, which is, that I know by the inspiration of the 
Almighty, by the power of the Holy Spirit, that Joseph Smith was a true 
Prophet, and that the doctrines he promulgated are also true; for desiring 
to know the “ will of the Father,” I sought unto God to know whether 
“the doctrine was of God,” or whether Joseph Smith “spoke of himself,” 
and the result was the testimony that I bear here to-night, and that I 
have borne to thousands both in this land and in Eurgpe. I ask God to 
grant to every honest soul who desires salvation and exaltation in the 
kingdom of God the same testimony, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen. 


AT THE FUNERAL OF PRESIDENT WELLS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 285.] | 

lr was a happy inspiration that prompted the selection of Brother Wells 
as President of the Manti Temple. I believe this added years to his life; 
it gave him occupation of a most congenial kind. It placed him in a 
position where he could employ himself, and where he could feel that he 
was doing a great amount of good. He was not rusting out, dying un- 
noticed; the position was one which enabled him to be useful to others 
and to exercise his powers. The last time I visited Manti was in com- 
pany with Brother Lyman, a few weeks ago. There was a conference in 
Sanpete, at Ephraim, and before it concluded we decided to go to Manti 
and hold a meeting in the evening. President Wells had not been able to 
attend the conference, as the weather was stormy, and it was not fit for 
him to go out. We, however, joined him at the Manti Temple and took 
our meal with him. I remarked to Brother Lyman at that time that I 
feared Brother Wells was not long for this life. I could see a change in 
him—that he was more feeble than I had observed him for some time. 
Strangely enough he came here without our learning of it. We were very 
busy at the time and when the news of his illness first reached us we sup- 
posed he was still at Manti. It was not until a remark was made to the 
private secretary to send a despatch to Manti to learn of his condition 
that we heard he was in this city. It was a surprise tous. I last saw 
him three hours before his death; although I knew how feeble he was, I 
little thought he would die so soon. He was able to talk the evening 
before his death, when some of us visited him. He appeared cheerful, had 
@ good many pleasant things to say, and was a little inclined to joke. In 
fact, his manner led me to hope that perhaps he would pull through. 
But when I saw him the next morning it seemed as though a very serious 
change had taken place; yet I had little idea that within three hours he 
would depart from us. | 

Brethren and sisters, I thank God oe the men that He has raised up.in 
our generation; I thank God for such a man as Daniel H. Wells; I have 
thanked Him that I was born in the time of such men, and that we have 
been associated with such as Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Brigham 
Young, and a host of others whose names might be mentioned. I loved 
these men as I would the angels, because I know the purity of their mo- 
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tives. I know their courage, that they were determined to keep the com- 
mandments of God. When such men pass away, I feel that it is a great 
loss to us, not only as a community, but personally. I am thankful that 
we have some still spared to us, that we have the benefit of their experi- 
ence and the advantage of their counsel in our midst, men who have been 
true and faithful all the days of their life. ae 

After the martyrdom of Joseph Smith, President Young, in addressing 
a congregation, made a remark which, though I was but a boy at the time, 
so fastened itself upon my mind that I have never forgotten it. Speak- 
ing of Sidney Rigdon and other men in the Church, he said, contrasting 
those men with Rigdon, “There are many among us whose knees have 
never trembled, whose hands have never shaken, whose hearts have never 
failed.” And this is true. There are men among the Latter-day Saints 
who, amidst the greatest perils, have never trembled nor thought of 
wavering, either to the right hand or to the left, to save themselves. 
Daniel H. Wells was one of the most prominent among them all—the peer 
of the strongest, the peer of the most courageous, the peer of the best 
men among us. I pray God to bless his posterity; I invoke the blessings 
of our Eternal Father upon them, that their hearts may be comforted in 
the midst of their distress; for it is a distress to part with such as he. 
They will miss him, no doubt; but God is able to console them and to fill 
their hearts with peace and joy. I pray God to bless this congregation, 
to pour out His Spirit upon us all, to fill us with good and heavenly de- 
sires, help us to keep His commandments and do His will, that in the end 
we may be saved in His kingdom and receive the blessings that are prom- 
ised to those who are faithful, which I ask in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
| APOSTLE MOSES THATCHER 
was unable to be present at the funeral services, and the following letter 
from him to a member of the family was read by Apostle Heber J. Grant: 


Lodax, Utah, March 28, 1891. 
Eider Junius F. Wells, Salt Lake City: | 
Dear Brother—When informed by President Woodruff, by wire, of the 
death of your father, shortly after its occurrence, I was greatly grieved, 
surprised and shocked; for up to that moment I received no intima- 
tion of his illness. In his death Israel sustains a great loss, but hosts be- 
yond the veil will rejoice while we mourn. Yourself and the members of 
your father’s family have, in this hour of your deep bereavement, my most 
sincere sy pathy. I am aware of how impotent are words, even though 
conveying the profound sentiments of hearts moved in sorrow, and yet I 
know, under such conditions, they do no harm if unavailing for good. 
It 1 were in a single word to attempt to define true moral co I 
should say that Daniel H. Wells was its personification. We cannot afford 
to lose such as he; and yet we must bow to the decrees of the Almighty. 
He goes to his rest, like an ear of corn well ripened. Not many, if indeed 
any, who have lived in this generation have passed away more respected 
— beloved than your t and good father. 
I shall never forget the inspirational remarks made by him in the old 
ocial Hall on an occasion of a Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Asso- 
ciation gathering there, when he spoke so beautifully about the tread of 
coming whose foo he could hear. This light of heaven shone 
in his grand hon-like mag e wrinkles of which were softened and made 
to glow like rays from throne.of God. The sound of the tread of 
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Israel’s app triumph and gl will ever be in his ears in the land 


of and ete progress whith er he has gone. 
This go 


neration has produced no more courageous soul than he, greatest 
when most humiliated, and grandest when most environed by grave con- 
ditions fraught with danger to himself and people, eee which, in all 
ages of the world, have made small men smaller prs t men greater. 
““Whie the history of the great latter-da 1 have been writte 
its leaves will contain no brighter pages than those devoted to the life o 
Daniel H. Wells. Naturally a leader, military in his genius, how beauti- 
ful the thought that his life should be — A by the loving work which 
he found in the Manti Temple while directing the hearts of the children 
to the love of their dead fathers! 

Modest as a child while here, embarrassment will bring no blush to his 
cheek when he meets the valiant ones gone before. With Joseph and 
Hyrum and Brigham and a host of others, he will remain a striking figure 

ver or your peace an ppiness an t of each member o 


ror fa I remain, with an earnest desire that Aer may emu- 
10 example to the end, when you too may peacefully rest on the 
other shore, 


Your brother in the Gospel, : 

MosEs THATCHER. 
The benediction was pronounced by Apostle Lorenzo Snow, after which 

the funeral cortege was formed, and moved from the Tabernacle to the 

cemetery, where the dedicatory prayer was offered by Apostle Francis M. 


Lyman. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Prince Bismarck has been elected to the German Reichstag by 10,544 votes to 5,846 for 
his opponent, a Socialist. 

News has been received from Honolulu to the effect that Minister Carter has es 
and that the people are clamoring for a republic. en that the Queen’s life has 
been threatened. 

The anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth was celebrated at Stratford-on-Avon on April 
23. During the preceding year nearly 20,000 visitors had paid for admission to the poet’s 
house, thirty-six nationalities being represented. A large proportion were Americans. 

A Washington telegram to the New York Herald says that Mr. J. W. Graydon, 


formerly of the United States navy, recently wrote from London to President Harrison, 


directing attention to his new gas · producing agent for throwing large masses of high 
explosives in aerial torpedo form. He offers within a month, and at trifling expense, to 
convert all smooth-bore cannon now mounted in United States forts into dynamite pro- 
jectors by applying gas reservoirs to them. 


An epidemic, the exact nature of which official inquiries had failed to determine, was 
raging in Canton, China, on the despatch from Hong Kong of the last mail. The plague, 
whether cholera or influenza, was generally attributed to long-continued drought. Hun- 
dreds of both sexes were falling victims daily, undertakers being unable to turn out, in 
sufficient numbers, coffins in which to bury the dead. 


It is stated that the highest place in the world regularly inhabited is the Buddhist 
monastery Halne, in Thibet, which is about 16,000 feet above sea level; the next highest, 
Galera, a railway station in Peru, which is located at a height of 15,635 feet. Near it, at 
the same level, a railway tunnel 3,847 feet in length is being driven through the moun- 
tains. The elevation of the city of Potosi, in Bolivia, is e 
feet; La Pas, Bolivia, 10,883 feet; 6 10, 200 feet. i 
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The town of Kyle, Manitoba, was almost destroyed by fre on May 3, ajthoussad 
persons being rendered homeless. 

Barry Sullivan, the eminent tragedian, died at Brighton, England, on May 3, after 
two years and nine months’ illness. 

New York, May 4.—A despatch just received here from Callao states that after the 
recent battle at Pozoalmont, the victorious government troops behaved with fiendish 
brutality. The town was sacked and several buildings were set on fire and destroyed. 
The soldiers, most of whom were maddened by liquor obtained from the looted hotels and 
taverns, were joined by a large number of laborers from the nitrate works, and fearful 
atrocities were committed, women and girls being outraged and murdered by the score. 
Finally the more courageous citizens made a stand, and some sharp street · fighting followed. 
Order was not restored until after the departure of the troops, but the government was 
still paramount at Valparaiso, Santiago, Talcahuano, and Coquimbo, all of which places 
had been fortified. 

in connection with the labor demonstrations, and give particulars of the rioting of 
May 1 and its results, The official account of events in Rome shows that two persons 
were killed, and that the wounded numbered thirty-seven, including four military officers, 
twenty-five soldiers and eight civilians. During the fighting at Tourmies, in France, the 
killed included seven women and children, besides seven workmen, and ten workmen 
were wounded. Renewed encounters between miners and gendarmes have occurred in 
the mining districts of Belgium, and a state of siege has been proclaimed in most of the 
ndustrial villages around Liege. At Mons, Seraing, and some other places, the gendarmes 
fired on the mobs, wounding many of the rioters. : 
A United States census bulletin gives statistics of penitentiary convicts in each State 

in proportion to population. In 1880, out of a population of 50,000,000, the proportion 
of convicts was 709 to each 1,000,000 of population. In 1890 the proportion was 722 to 
the 1,000,000. The population of the United States in 1890 was 24.86 per cent. greater 
than in 1880. In 1890 there were 27.88 per cent. more convicts than in 1880. This 
shows that the number of convicts has increased 2.42 per cent. faster in a decade than 
the population. Of the 45,233 convicts in penitentiaries in the United States in 1890, the 
whites formed 67.53 per cent,, and the colored 32.47 per cent. Of the 30,546 white oon- 
victs, the native born represented 75.60 per cent., and the foreign born 23.79 per cent., 
while the place of birth of 0.61 per cent. was unknown. The men formed 96.1 per cent., 
and the women 3.9 per cent., showing 24.64 times as many male convicts as female. 


A remarkable case is under treatment at the Bedford Infirmary. It appears that 
Fred. Smith, signalman at Irchester station, on the Midland Railway, was proceeding 
along the line recently with his lamp, and it is supposed that in getting out of the way 
of a luggage train on the down line he stepped into the up track, not hearing the express 
coming along behind him. The stoker of the express, noticing a lamp fly through the 
air, concluded that a man had been hit, and the train was pulled up at Sharnbrook. A 

search party at once set out, and after nearly an hour Smith was found lying by the side 
of the line and groaning, but he was totally unconscious. It was seen that he had a 
nasty wound on the back of the head, which was bound up, and the sufferer was at once 
conveyed to the Bedford Infirmary, where, besides a large bruise on the side where the 
buffer had struck him, the house surgeon found that the back of the skull was broken. 

The medical staff was summoned, and an operation performed. It was then found that 
the large vein of the skull was broken, and one of the arteries of the brain injured, and 
five pieces of bone were removed, one of them having penetrated the brain half an inch. 
The pieces of bone, when placed together, cover a space of about two inches square, so 
that the poor fellow has a hole in his skull that size, which will have to be protected by 
some artificial appliance. Directly the bone was removed from the brain the man re- 
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MONDAY, MAY 11, 1891. 


THE FUTURE LIFE. 


In an article on “ Science and a Future Life,” published in the Wineteenth 
Century, Mr. Frederick W. H. Myers says: b ee 


The effort to prove there is a life beyond the grave is sometimes spoken 
of as selfish, by the very men who declare themselves most eager to pro- 
mote the terrestrial welfare of their fellows. It is hard to say why it 
should be philanthropic to desire the lesser boon for mankind, and 
to desire the greater; unless, indeed, the genuine philanthropist is for- 
bidden to aim at any common benefit in which he himself may expect to 
share. In reality, this confusion of mind has a deeper source; it is a 
vestige of the old monkish belief that man’s welfare in the next world 
was something in itself idle and personal, and was to be attained by 
means inconsistent with man’s welfare in this. Whether Christianity 
ever authorized such a notion I do not now inquire. It is certain, at any 
rate, that Science will never authorize it. We are making as safe a deduc- 
tion from world-wide analogy as man can ever make regardin ee 
thus unknown, when we assume that spiritual evolution will follow the 
same laws as physical evolution; that there will be no discontinuity 
between terrene and post-terrene bliss or virtue, and that the next life, 
like this, will “resemble wrestling rather than dancing,” and will find its 
best delight in the possibility of progress, not attainable without effort 
so strenuous as may well resemble pain. | 


In refusing to accept the notion that man’s welfare in the next world 
is “to be attained by means inconsistent with man’s welfare in this, 


science is but following in the wake of true Christianity. It matters not 


that pretended believers in and advocates of Christianity have taught 
that a life of self-inflicted penance and sorrow in this probation is essen- 
tial to the attainment of bliss in the next; that the laws of the physical 
universe are opposed to those which govern the spiritual; or that effort 
and progress cease with the laying down of the mortal tabernacle; these 
inconsistencies are not, and never have been authorized by the Gospel of 
The plan of salvation taught and exemplified by the Savior is the ever- 
lasting Gospel—eternal and unchangeable in its nature. Its laws apply to 
the conditions which have existed, and which do and will exist. They 
are for the benefit of man in a mortal as well as an immortal state. They 
do not operate to bring sorrow in one probation and joy in the other, but 
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— — . ½ĩ ͤ —ę—⅛̃ — — ꝓ öĩ— k ͤ J 
— — —¼ — ——eP t—᷑ ——ĩʃ—ꝛ-MqHœÆ —ͤ — Z—ʒ. — —ꝛę— — 
‘ 
—— —„— 
* 


LATTER-DAY MILLENNIAL STAB. 297 


ade te. which is good. It is dia- 
regard of, not conformity with them, that produces discomfort. Living 
godly in Christ Jesus does not produce in the hearts of those who do so 
anguish and doubt; it calls forth persecution from ungodly men, because 
the latter are not seeking man’s welfare in this world or the next. But 
with those who abide in the Gospel its fruits are love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance in this 
life, and a continuation of the same godlike attributes in the life to come. 
This is true Christianity, of which the truths of science form a part. 

Man’s welfare is not in giving way to evil inclinations and submitting 
to the “lusts of the flesh,” but in controlling and directing all of his 
powers in that manner which will-develop in him to the highest extent 
the attributes of truth and justice. Intelligence should lead, not appe- 
tite; principle, not passion. When this is the rule, man’s influence is 
for the blessing of his fellow-beings, and he shows himself a genuine 
philanthropist. By promoting the terrestrial welfare of others, he is him- 
self a partaker of the good, and a continuation of his efforts brings him 
a similar reward in the world to come. 

The laws of God are eternal, and physical snd spiritual evolution alike 
follow them. The spiritual organization of man is not exempt from law 
when it is clothed with an earthly tabernable, nor is it less subject to law 
when the body of flesh is placed at rest in the grave, or when it is 
revivified and re-united with it in the resurrection. Conditions change, 
but existence is eternal, and is made so by eternal law. The day and the 
night follow each other, but there is eternal day and eternal night. The 
universe does not cease its work with the setting of the sun; its laws are 
unchanged; the wheels of time move steadily on. The change from the 
physical to.the spiritual is but a forward movement, a passing from one 
grade to another, in itself a work of evolution. The physical has not 
ceased to exist; the spiritual was with it in mortality, and both abide in 
immortality, being equally subject to universal laws. 

Eternal progress is the essence of Christianity, e theories 
which point out a contrary rule are not in accord with the testimony of 
the Bible, or the lesson that is given in all the creations of God. The 
Redeemer of the world taught that efforts for good should continue from 
this life to the next. He did not cease to labor when His body was laid 
in the tomb. He told His disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you, that 
where I am you may be also.” There was no promise or indication of 
inactivity in this. A place was to be prepared for those who had received 
His divine message, and He was to perform the labor of that preparation, 
after His ascension into heaven, continuing there the work He had en- 
gaged in here. Can they who follow His example do otherwise? 

“ He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also,” These 
words of the Lord were not limited to mortal probation; for He added, 
“and greater works than these shall he do, because I go unto the Father.” 
For the reason that He went to the Father were they enabled to do the 
greater works. They did not do them in this life, because He possessed 
more power than they did, and could not be surpassed by them. D* the 
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works which He did in this life they did also; and because He had gone 
to the Father and prepared a place for them, they were to accomplish in 


the next world greater works than they had beheld Him do in this. 


Not only is the “possibility of progress” in the future life taught by 
true Christianity, but its certainty is declared. It is attainable by efforts 
in harmony with the same laws that govern in this sphere. As the true 
belief, the active faith in the Lord Jesus enabled His disciples here to 
perform wonderful works and to progress in the knowledge of the science 
of life, so the same principle of power qualifies them to do the greater 
works in the mansions of the Father, and to eternally advance in the 
acquisition of knowledge and power. By never-ceasing progression there 

s opened a field for the exercise and enjoyment of every good, and justice 
is meted out to every creature. J. H. A. 


DISTRICT MEETING. 


MINUTES of a District Meeting of the Manchester Conference, held at the 
Doe Hey Assembly Rooms, Moses Gate, Sunday, April 26, 1891. There 
were present Elders J. H. Anderson, of the Liverpool office; J. C. Cutler, 
President of, and Nephi Jackson, F. W. Merrill, Wm. Ogden, A. B. Wilson, 
R. J. Dugdale, J. R. Booth and W. G. Bickley, Traveling Elders in the 
Manchester Conference; Samuel Worsencroft and Abram Fawson, of the 
Liverpool Conference, and T. H. Blackburn, of the Nottingham Confer- 
ence. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Brother Hugh Robinson. Singing. 

President Cutler made a few introductory remarks, relating some of his 
experiences in the missionary field. He exhorted the Elders and Saints to 
be diligent in their labors and keep the commandments of God. 

Elders Merrill, Booth, Jackson, Ogden and Dugdale addressed the meet- 
ing, testifying to the restoration of the Gospel with all its gifts and bles- 
sings, and showing that it was necessary for the human family to adopt 
the plan of life laid down by our Savior if they expect to gain salvation. 
Singing. Benediction by Elder Ogden. 

2 p. m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Dugdale. Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered. 

Elder Worsencroft said the Lord had revealed the Gospel to the earth 
again, and sent His servants to preach its principles to the human family. 
After the testimony of the Elders, the Lord will visit the n with His 
judgments if they do not repent. 

Elder Anderson said the Elders had beens commissioned of God to go 
forth and preach to the people the plan of salvation. He spoke at some 
length upon the first principles of the Gospel, proving from the Scriptures 
that it was impossible for a person to obtain salvation except by embrac- 
ing those principles. He referred to the necessity of authority to wer 
ciate in the Gospel ordinances for them to be of avail. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Wilson. | 

6p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Blackburn. Singing. 
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Elder Wilson referred to the condition of the Jews who accepted the 
teachings of the Savior and His Apostles, showing the ne 
they had for each other as the fruits of the Gospel. 

Elder Bickley said the Latter-day Saints are accused very often of using 
a different Bible than King James’ translation, but this is a mistaken 
idea. They teach from the same Bible that all professed Christians claim 
to believe in. An examination of the Bible doctrines conclusively proved 
that the world has not the pure principles of the Gospel. He spoke at 
some length on the apostasy from the primitive Church, and the restora- 
tion of the Gospel in this dispensation. 

Elder Anderson spoke upon the divine mission of Joseph Smith, and 
the manner in which the Gospel was restored, and divine authority given 
to him. The speaker pointed out the harmony of the Gospel to-day with 
the teachings of the Lord, and the identity of the order of Priesthood. 
He also spoke upon the opposition that had been brought to bear against 
the Church, and showed how the Lord had caused His work to develop in 
strength and His Church to increase in power and knowledge, notwith- 
standing the difficulties the Saints had to contend with. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Fawson. 


THE TEMPLE ASSOCIATION. 


Awmone the numerous so-called Christian sects which exist in the world is 
one comparatively little known, and yet deserving the attention of all 
who are interested in the observation of the religious currents of our age. 
The official name of this sect is “The Temple Association.” 

It originated in Germany and may be considered as one of the many 
outgrowths of the Lutheran Protestantism, and more particularly of the 
Pietism of Wurtemburg. The founder of the association was Christoph 
Hoffmann, who was brought to the front by the attacks upon the ortho- 
dox church by Dr. Strauss. 

The idea seems at first to have been simply to counteract the e 
of the rationalistic tendencies of the Tubingen school of theology, but in 
the course of the battle that raged, Hoffmann and his friends were forced 
to abandon their position step by step and ended by formulating a theo- 
logical system of their own, defying rationalism and orthodoxy alike. 

Having been forced into this position, the problem presented itself: 
How can the unsatisfactory conditions of Christendom, with all its attend- 
ant social evils, be remedied? Mr. Hoffmann saw clearly that both Prot- 
estantism and Catholicism were powerless. Their resources were ex- 
hausted and could not be replenished. He also saw that the only means 
of restoration was to be found in the establishment of the Millennium. 

He recognized, however, that this was not the work of man. He felt 
that God alone could accomplish this great work, and he acknowledged 
that he had received no revelations, no authority to inaugurate a new dis- 
pensation. But notwithstanding this he proclaimed, in a pamphlet en- 
titled, “ Voices of Prophecy over Babel and the people of God,” the neces- 
sity of forming an association with the object of gathering the people of 
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God in Palestine and working for the rebuilding of the Temple of Jerusa- 
lem. It was thought that when a sufficient number of faithful had been 
gathered, the Lord would appear and imstruct them what to do for the 
furtherance of the millennial cause in which they had enlisted. 

In 1858 the little sect had gathered means enough to send three of its 
members to Palestine to carefully study the country and its possibilities. 
These missionaries completed their work and reported that the country 
could be colonized, but that an organized society must take the matter in 
hand. The report was adopted, and the association was formed with the 
clearly defined object of redeeming Palestine and preparing it for the 
millennial reign of Christ. Three thousand souls joined the association 
in Wurtemberg. The movement spread to other parts of Germany, Swit- 
zerland, Russia, and even to the United States. 

In 1860 four young men were sent to Palestine in order to learn the 
language and study the customs of the country. They were followed in 
1866 by several families who endeavored to found a colony on the beauti- 
ful plain of Jezreel, but they succumbed to fevers, not ge nn. 
to the climate, and the survivors were scattered. 

Eight years later two emissaries, Hoffman and Hardegg, were . to 
the Holy Land. These gentlemen went first to Constantinople and pe- 
titioned the Sultan, through the German ambassador, for a grant of land 
for colonization purposes. After a delay of several months the answer 
came from the High Porte, that they must, first of all, become Turkish 
subjects. With this condition they refused to comply, and they proceeded 
to Haifa, where they bought land and founded the first colony. The 
following year a second colony was established in Jaffa, and some years 
later one in Jerusalem. A few families have taken up residences in Ramle 
and in Nazareth, and the number of this body in Palestine is now more 
than 1200 souls. They are under the German government, represented by 
the consuls, and are altogether independent of the Turkish nett, 
except as far as the payment of certain taxes is concerned, | 
The present condition of these temple colonies seems to be prosperous. 

The members are diligent workmen, living in comfortable homes. The 
soil yields abundantly and the work of the various trades seem to be 
remunerative. A few of the colonists are really well off. 

The spiritual condition is not so encouraging. The r which 
once led them to abandon their native soil for Palestine’s sacred ground 
has partly subsided. Doubts have entered many minds as to the possi- 
bility of gaining the object they once had in view. A new generation, 
their children, is growing up around them, and their resources seem to be 
inadequate to the growing demands. At the outset. they were inexperi- 
enced and without the superior wisdom necessary for their undertaking. 

When they first came, land was cheap and they could have obtained a 
large area at a small cost. But their leaders told them that the time 
would come when the natives would be happy to give them all the land 
they wanted without pecuniary consideration. They therefore neglected 
to invest in land, and commenced instead to build expensive houses on 
small lots. But at present land cannot be had for nothing in Palestine. 
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The natives learned that land was valuable, and they hold it now in the 
vicinity of colonies at very high prices, and the colonists are not able to 
enlarge their possessions as fast as would be desirable. 

Nor have they been able to keep themselves free from a factional spirit. 
The two contending elements that spring up everywhere, the spiritual 
and the worldly, have found representatives among the colonists, and 
are both contending for the supremacy. It is only a question of time 
when the whole temple movement will have become a secular and political 
affair. The association, instead of inaugurating the Millennium, will 
simply have added a few acres of ground to the German empire; and that 
will be the consummation of the great scheme. 

Palestine needs for its redemption something more than mere human 
wisdom can suggest. The inhabitants of that country, and particularly 
the Jews, need the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They need the revelations 
from on high and the restoration of all the ordinances and blessings 
which once made that country the gem of the earth. If they can receive 
these blessings, they will be redeemed and the way will be opened for the 
rebuilding of the Temple on the spot once sanctified for this purpose. 
The “Temple Association” has performed a good preparatory work. 
There is no room for doubting this, but the great work itself is left to the 
Saints of the Most High, whose special calling it is to prepare the way for 
the kingdom of peace, liberty and righteousness.— Deseret News. 


A YALE PROFESSORS FIGURING. 


A TELEGRAM from New Haven, Connecticut, U. S. A., announces that a 
leading professor of Yale College has been making a mathematical calcu- 
lation on the coming of Christ. “The day nor the hour no man knoweth, 
not even the angels in heaven,” but Professor Totten thinks he has 
ascertained the year and the month. The telegram says: 


Professor C. A. L. Totten, of Yale, says that mathematical calculations, 
founded on Biblical truths, prove beyond peradventure that the Messiah 
will come again before the year 1900. “Some papers have published,” 
Professor Totten said, “that I predict the end of the world within this 
century. That is an error. I don't think that the end will come for a 
million years, and I have not made any prophecy about it at all. M 
remarks were neither comprehended nor even apprehended, but here is 
what I do declare, not a prophecy, for the prophecy is already told in the 
Bible in the parables of the laborers in the vineyard and the virgins with 
their lamps. A generation, in its true Biblical sense, is three score and 
ten years; and so fifty-seven generations, traced through the genealogies 
in the Old Testament, equal 3990 2 hence the fifty-eighth generation 
began with 3991 (year of the world). e hours mentioned in the vine- 
bes parable are each 153 years, so, multiplying these by the twelve 

ae Se have 1836, which, added to 3991, equals 5827 years of the world, 

d the completion of the vineyard parable. ye as work is naturally 
concluded at sundown, the parable of the virgins and their lamps properly 
follows, and this n according to the text, represents one generatio 
seventy years, which, added to the 5827, make 5897. Now this 5897 A. M. 


(year of the world) corresponds to 1899.” x 
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“THE HAND OF GOD.” . 


Aw days ago a man was found dead here in the gutter, writes the Bir- 
mingham (Alabama, U.S. A.) correspondent of the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
erat. Even in death there was a mute look of terror in the bloodshot 
eyes, and the bloated face had grown pale and haggard at the coming of 
the grim destroyer. “Drink!” said the coroner's jury, but an old man 
who came and looked for a long time on the pale, dead face said, with a 
shudder, as he turned away: “It was the hand of God.” This man who 
had died in the gutter was the last of a fated thirteen, and in the death 
of each and all of them the Christian will read the vengeance of an in- 
sulted Deity. 

At the leading hotel in a southern city in the summer of 1865, thirteen 
men, wearing the uniform of Confederate officers, sat down to a dinner. 
Every man in the party belonged to a grand old southern family, and 
many of the names are illustrious in the history of the country. Every 
man was a cavalier. They were flowers of the old south, representatives 
of the chivalry of the sunny land, then enveloped in the gloom of defeat 
and despair. Every man there had been a gallant soldier in the Con- 
federate army. They had returned from the field of defeat to find their 
homes destroyed, their slaves free, their wealth gone, and many of their 
nearest and dearest relatives and friends dead. The meeting at this hotel 
was a chance one, but talking over the situation in which they found 
themselves, they resolved to forget the horrors of it, and for a while to 
drown their sorrows in drink. They sat down to dinner, and round after 
round of drinks was ordered. Soon the bloody scenes of war, the visions 
of ruined homes, were all forgotten. First they became merry, then 
reckless. 

Let us call this the last supper,” suddenly exclaimed one of the party, 
and the suggestion met with instant approval. They might never meet 
again, so “the last supper” would be a fitting name for the feast where 
reason had fled. More drinks were ordered, every man filled his glass, 
the lights were turned low, and the thirteen men declared themselves 
Christ and His Twelve Apostles. There was a wrangle as to who shquld 
impersonate Judas, but more drinks were ordered, and then a young 
lieutenant agreed to act the character of the betrayer of his Savior. | 

It was midnight, but peals of drunken laughter awoke the echoes in 
every nook and corner of the old house. Again and again the decanters 
were passed around, and the blasphemous mockery of the last supper 
went on. A Bible was called for, and the young officer who was imperson- 
ating the Savior turned to the New Testament and read aloud the solemn 
words of Christ. The reading was interrupted now and then by some 
coarse jest or ribald laughter, while expressions like “Judas, pass the 
bottle,” would excite the mirth of the drunken men to a point that com- 
pletely drowned the voice of the reader. At the proper point in the 
reading, bread was passed around, and the wine was represented by 
glasses filled to the brim with brandy. ee oo} 7 

“ He that drinketh from the bottle with me shall betray me!” exclaimed 
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the mock Christ in a tragic manner, and placing a decanter to his lips he 
swallowed a quantity of brandy, then passed it to Judas across the table. 
This was greeted with peals of laughter, and again the other mock apostles _ 
yelled: “Judas, pass the bottle!” 

All night long this mockery went on, and when morning came the thir- 
teen men were in a drunken stupor. It was several days before they all 
recovered from the effects of that night’s debauchery. Then they separa- 
ted. That supper had indeed been their last; they never met again. 

From that night the vengeance of God followed those thirteen men. 
Everything they undertook failed. Apples of gold turned to Dead Sea 
fruit in their hands. One by one they went to the dogs, and every man 
of them met a horrible and disgraceful death. Repeated failure in busi- 
ness drove some of them to desperation and crime. One of them was 
lynched in Texas for murder. The young man who had impersonated 
Christ was drowned in the Brazos river while fleeing from a vigilance com- 
mittee on a stolen horse, and his body was never recovered. Another, 
while in a drunken stupor, was caught in a burning building and perished 
in the flames. One was stabbed to the heart by a woman he had betrayed, 
and still another was murdered in a low brothel in a Western city. So 
far as can be learned, not one of them ever received Christian burial, and 
their graves are unmarked and unknown. The man who died in the 
gutter and was buried in the potter’s field was the last of the thirteen. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A national bank is to be established at Spanish Fork, by eastern capitalists. 

Army officers are recruiting a company of Ute Indians to enter the government 
service. 

After May 1, the retail stores of Z. C. M. I., Salt Lake City, will be open only 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p. m. 

John T. White, of Salt Lake, has been awarded W prize of the New York 
Homeopathic Medical College. 

The main building of the sugar factory near Lehi is completed, and it is expected that 
the plant will be in full operation by September. 

The celebrated songstress, Miss Emma Thursby, is to take part with the Salt Lake 
Choral Society in the great musical festival on June 5 and 6. 

On the morning of April 20, an earthquake shock was felt at St. George, Utah. 
Plaster was shaken from walls, dishes broken, and one chimney thrown down from a 
house. 

Alaska is becoming a popular resort for summer visitors from the United States, and 
this season about twenty-five residents of Salt Lake will be among the number who will 
take a trip to the frozen north.” 

: On April 19 à three year old boy named Chester Clark fell out of a third-story window 
in the Roberts block, on Broadway, Salt Lake, and was instantly killed. His mother 
saw him fall, but was unable to reach him in time to prevent the accident. 

The invitation extended by the people of Utah to President Harrison is to be on a silver 
salver, the metal from the Ontario mine, Park City, and on it is to be engraved a map of 
Utab, showing the counties, cities, lakes, streaine, mountains, etc. — 
inches in size. 
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